How to Know When You Need New Gutters

A homeowner guide for NYC & Nassau County

Your gutters are one of your home's most important defense systems. They protect your roof, siding, foundation,
and landscaping from water damage. When they fail, the consequences spread quickly—often costing thousands

in repairs. This guide will help you identify the clear warning signs that your gutters may need attention, so you can
act before minor issues become major problems.

By Sealed Tite — (718) 225-0680



Critical Warning Signs Your Gutters Are Failing
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Constant Clogging Water Pooling at Sagging or Pulling Away

If your gutters keep filling with Foundation Gutters that are bending,

debris despite regular cleaning, Standing water near your drooping, or detaching from the
they may be undersized for your foundation after storms is a red fascia have likely suffered

roof, improperly pitched, or flag. Your gutters should direct structural damage. This often
simply outdated for New York's water at least 5-10 feet away means the hangers have failed
heavy rainfall and leaf fall from your home's base to or water weight has warped the

seasons. prevent structural damage. system beyond repair.



Physical Damage You Can't Ignore

Cracks, Holes, or Splits

Small cracks may seem harmless, but they grow
quickly in New York's harsh freeze-thaw cycles. Water
seeps into cracks, freezes, expands, and creates larger
splits. What starts as a hairline crack in fall can become
a gaping hole by spring.

Peeling Paint or Water Stains

When water overflows or leaks behind your gutters, it
leaves telltale marks on your siding—streaks, stains, or
peeling paint. These visible signs indicate your gutters
aren't containing water properly, allowing it to damage

your home's exterior.

Interior Moisture Problems

Failing gutters push water into places it shouldn't be—like your attic through damaged soffits or your
basement through foundation seepage. If you notice moisture, mildew, or water stains in these areas, check
your gutters first.



Age and Performance Issues

Gutters Past Their Lifespan

Most aluminum gutters last 20 years, while
galvanized steel lasts 15-20 years. If your system
is approaching or exceeding this age and
showing performance issues, replacement is
usually more cost-effective than ongoing

repairs.

Mold, Algae, or Mosquitos

Standing water in your gutters creates the
perfect breeding ground for mold growth and
mosquito larvae. This isn't just unsightly—it's a

health concern and a clear sign your gutters
aren't draining properly.

Frequent lce Dams

Ice dams form when gutters can't handle the
volume of water and snow melt. This indicates
poor drainage, undersized gutters, or
inadequate pitch—all problems that worsen
each winter and can damage your roof.

Overflow During Light Rain

If your gutters overflow during moderate
rainfall—not just heavy downpours—you have a
serious problem. This signals chronic clogging,
incorrect pitch, or a system that's simply too
small for your roof's square footage.



Repair vs. Replacement: Making the Right Choice

When to Repair

e Small leaks at seams or joints

e Minor pitch adjustments needed

e Single section showing damage

e Recent installation (less than 5 years)

e |solated hanger or bracket failure

Repairs make sense when damage is localized and
your system is relatively new. A professional can reseal
joints, adjust pitch, or replace individual sections cost-

effectively.

When to Replace

e Recurring leaks in multiple locations
e Widespread sagging or warping

e Visible rust or corrosion throughout
e Persistent water stains on siding

e System is 15+ years old

Replacement is the smarter investment when
problems are systemic. Continuing to patch an aging
system often costs more in the long run than installing

a new, properly sized gutter system.



Best Gutter Options for NYC & Nassau County

Not all gutters are created equal. New York's climate—with heavy rain, snow, freeze-thaw cycles, and leaf debris—

demands durable, properly sized systems. Here are the top options for local homeowners:

Seamless Aluminum
Gutters

The most popular choice.
Custom-fabricated on-site
to eliminate leak-prone
seams. Rust-resistant,
lightweight, and available
in colors to match your
home. Excellent value and
20+ year lifespan.

Oversized 6-Inch
Gutters

Standard 5-inch gutters
often can't handle NYC's
heavy rainfall or large roof
areas. Upgrading to 6-inch
gutters provides 40%
more capacity, reducing

overflow and ice dam risks.

Leaf Guards &
Protection

Micro-mesh or solid cover
systems keep debris out
while allowing water
through. Essential for
homes surrounded by
trees. Dramatically
reduces maintenance and
extends gutter lifespan.

Copper Gutters

Premium option for
historic homes or
homeowners wanting
distinctive aesthetics.
Develops a natural patina
over time. Extremely
durable—can last 50+
years with proper
installation.



Protect Your Home with Professional Service
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Don't wait for gutter failure to cause expensive damage to your

SERLED TITE HoTe'mpmveme"“ roof, siding, or foundation. Our experienced team provides honest

assessments, quality materials, and expert installation.
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Services: Roofing - Gutters - Siding - Windows

(718) 225-0680 www.sealedtiteny.com

Learn more about our services and see our

Call today for a free inspection and estimate
completed projects

Your home is your biggest investment. Protect it with gutters that work—professionally installed by a team that

understands New York's unique challenges.
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